CRANBROOK & SISSINGHURST PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PLANNING & PRESERVATION COMMITTEE

HELD ON THE 3RD MARCH 2015

Members who have a personal or prejudicial interest, whether direct or indirect within the meaning of Section 51 of the Local Government Act 2000, or a personal or prejudicial interest defined by the Cranbrook & Sissinghurst Parish Council’s Code of Conduct, in any of the matters appearing on the agenda are invited to declare that interest at this stage. Alternatively, personal interests can be declared at the time when a specific item is being discussed, if a member wishes to speak on an item in which they have a personal interest.

Present:
Cllr. Bunyan (in the Chair), Cllrs. Bancroft, Cook, Fermor and MacLachlan

Apologies:
Cllrs. Summers and Swann
PLANNING APPLICATIONS:
15/500318/FULL

Wilkes Field, Cranbrook

Proposed erection of Community Centre together with 12 no. residential units, access, parking, landscaping and ancillary works.
The Parish Council are the joint applicant and the Clerk read out legal advice from KALC and the Borough Legal Services.  It is in order for the Planning Committee to comment, there is no pecuniary advantage over and above that of the typical resident of the parish and we have no parish councillors who sit on the Borough planning committee.  

The Parish Council recommend APPROVAL.  Members noted that the site is allocated within the Borough Site Allocations Development Plan Document – Policy AL/CR6 for development as a community facility.  The Policy also allows for a small number of residential units. Wilkes Field is also shown as within the limits to build.  An archeological watching brief should be a condition on any planning consent as the site is adjacent to the Conservation Area and near to many listed buildings.  With regard to the residential units, Members were disappointed that the chimneys were included for aesthetic reasons and that the opportunity had not been taken that they could be working chimneys for wood burners etc.  They also queried whether light red stock bricks were the best choice.  Any materials should be sympathetic to the surroundings.  Members supported the vehicle access via the Regal Car Park and also that the existing public conveniences site should be included within the scheme which would then allow for the unattractive block to be demolished and be incorporated within the new community centre.  It was accepted that the surface water drainage arrangements would have to meet the requirements set out in the Building Regulations and satisfy the Environmental Agency guidelines.  

Proposed by Cllr. Bunyan, seconded by Cllr. Cook and agreed.

14/506505/LBC

Cranbrook Sports, 27 Stone Street, Cranbrook

Listed Building Consent – Install central heating system (combi boiler and radiators) and hot water system; Replace electrical wiring; Install bathroom; Add steps/ladder from shop to cellar.

The Parish Council recommend APPROVAL.

Proposed by Cllr. Fermor, seconded by Cllr. Cook and agreed.

14/506865/FULL & 14/506866/LBC

The Oast House, Wilsley Pound, Sissinghurst

Two storey extension with first floor windows to rear elevation. Entrance canopy to existing front door and modification of window opening to door opening with ‘juliet balcony’ at first floor level on western facing (rear) side of roundel (Alternative scheme to that approved under TW/12/02499)

The Parish Council made a NEUTRAL recommendation, leaving the decision to the specialist Conservation Officer.
Proposed by Cllr. Cook, seconded by Cllr. Bancroft and agreed.

15/500985/FULL

Land To The Rear 27 High Street, Cranbrook

Construction of single dwelling

The Parish Council recommend APPROVAL.  Members noted that the site was in the limits to build and Rectory Lane although not a made up road was suitable to serve an additional dwelling.  Three other plots had been developed in Rectory Lane over the past few years. Members did however suggest that a condition be imposed that access to the surrounding properties should not be obstructed during any building works, or the right of way through to the High Street.  

Proposed by Cllr. macLachlan, seconded by Cllr. Fermor and agreed.

15/501047/FULL

5 Oatfield Close, Cranbrook

Replacement front porch with minor extension to bedroom/study. 

The Parish Council recommended APPROVAL.

Proposed by Cllr. Cook, seconded by Cllr. Bancroft and agreed.

15/500624/LBC

Three Chimney Inn, Hareplain Road, Biddenden

Amended scheme to Listed Building Consent: (13/01898 Extension to existing kitchen and garden room) To amend design of dining room extension.

The Parish Council made a NEUTRAL recommendation, leaving the decision to the specialist Conservation Architect.

Proposed by Cllr. Bancroft, seconded by Cllr. Cook and agreed.
15/500720/FULL

Dulwich Preparatory School, Course Horn Lane, Cranbrook

Upgrade of part of existing playground with new surfacing and equipment.

The Parish Council recommended APPROVAL.

Proposed by Cllr. Fermor, seconded by Cllr. Bancroft and agreed.

15/500493 & 496 LBC

Collins Place, The Street, Sissinghurst

Removal of Leylandii hedging on rear west boundary and replace with 2m high brick wall

The Parish Council recommend APPROVAL.|  

Proposed by Cllr. macLachlan, seconded by Cllr. Bancroft and agreed.
DECISIONS:

Cllr. Bunyan read out the decisions she had downloaded from the portal which had recently been issued. 
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION:

Cllr. Bunyan stated that she had attended the public exhibition in St. Georges held recently with regard to the proposed development of the Bringloe land.  She knew that Cllrs. Bancroft, Hemsted, macLachlan, Swann and Veitch had also attended.
Cllr. Fermor informed Members that she had attended a tree warden training workshop at Hadlow College which had been very interesting, she had learnt a great deal.

